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I'd Release

Al Kamandjati Jenin Ensemble LIVE & Brahms Sonatas

J-8-BACH: SIXx SOLOSUITES LIVE |
Richard Hartshorne, dowble bass

All CDs available at www.bachwithverse.org

Proceeds from CD sales go directly to BWYV programs
bringing music to underserved audiences around the world.

Recorded Live In Bolivia, 2011

Visit our website to see videos on Dobbs’ tours to
YUU Afghanistan, South Africa, Iraq, Bolivia & US prisons,
and join Dobbs Music on Facebook.

www.bachwithverse.org
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Most Successful Year!

S Countries, 95 Concerts & Masterclasses

HYaq July 25 - August 8

The
temperature
hovered in the
high 130s. It
was summer in
Iraq. Luckily
our hotel was
air conditioned
as was the
space where
we taught and
rehearsed.

I was there

to help the
National Youth
Orchestra of Iraq in whatever way I could. The
orchestra was the brainchild of a 17 year old Iragi
girl from Baghdad. She organized and funded

it through the internet. We met in the North in
Erbil in the Kurdish sector. The members were

even Christians ages 16 though 27. It is the face
of Iraq that we have all been hoping for since the
horrible war started. I worked closely with the two
bass players, one Kurdish and one Arab. Language
logistics were difficult as everyone needed
translators. The faculty spoke English (Europeans
and two Americans). The Kurds spoke Kurdish
and the Arabs spoke Arabic. When I played for
the whole group, I did the fifth Bach Suite and
then told one story in Arabic and one in Kurdish.
I also participated in a concert for orphans and
young children. After two weeks of intense work,
the orchestra played a concert of Beethoven’s First
Symphony, the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto and
two works by local composers, one Arab and one
Kurd. The prime minister of Kuristan was there
and invited us all to his residence to thank us. I
am looking forward to returning in September

to expand outreach concerts into the community
with the orchestra members.

Get Involved

Arabs and Kurds, Shia and Sunni, Moslems and

50uf6 ﬁ fr'lca December S - 15

AsIlanded in Durban, South Africa, it
began to rain. It was still raining when I
lefr. The humidity was so high that my
bridge swelled up putting the strings on my
bass way above the fingerboard. I was there
to work with the National Youth Orchestra

through a connection I made in Iraq. The

musical level in South Africa is extremely
high and one of the two orchestras did

a fabulous performance of Mahler’s 5th
Symphony. There were seven bass players
and in two weeks I had them thinking
about playing the bass in a different way.
There was time to go very deeply into the
basic approach to playing. We also drilled
and drilled the fugue passages in the fifth
movement which seemed beyond our
reach on day one, but which they nailed
on concert day. In addition to playing for
the whole group, I also played for an elder
facility across the street from where we
rehearsed. One of the residents, an amputee
in a wheel chair, was so excited about my
visit that he came to the orchestra concert

the next week. A young Zulu trumpet
player translated one of my stories to Zulu
and made a recording of his voice saying
the words. Some clicking and popping was
involved, but

I managed to
learn it and
performed

it along with
Bach at two
orphanages. The
children and
teachers told
me they could
understand it

perfectly.
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m fgﬁaﬂiStcm January 25 - February 7

il

Bass students at NIMA

I went to Afghanistan in January
and spent the first day being as cold
as I ever remember being except

in a crevasse at 22,000 feet in the
Himilayas (but that’s another
story). I went from the airport
directly to the YAAR Guest House
where I have stayed during my last
two visits to Kabul. Because they
are my friends, the room and the
food are free. The reason I was

so cold is that the guest house no
longer has any guests. It used to
serve as 2 home away from home

for friends of the directors at

the NGO YAAR traveling from
Jalalabad or even Peshawar in
Pakistan. Since I was the only guest
(they later corrected me and said
was not a guest but rather family),
the room had not been heated all
winter. After hours of shivering
under a blanket, one of my friends
brought a propane heater. It took
a couple of days to heat the walls.
I was invited by the National
Institute of Music in Afghanistan
(NIMA) for their first Winter

Academy. It is amazing
. - i

Afghans 4 Tomorrow School

WADAN Drug Rehab Center

to see what has happened to that
institution in the last year. The
building is remodeled and teachers
have been hired from Europe and
America, and kids are learning
how to play. I worked every day
with a group who wanted to study
bass. We did hand exercises for

an hour every day. I handed them
off to the cello teacher and T hope
some of them will be playing
when I return. I also played at one
elementary school (most were
closed for the winter), three drug
rehab centers, several NGO offices
and on National TV on the Good
Morning Afghanistan show.

Bo(10Ia March 31 - Aprit 9

I had great weather for my return
to Bolivia after 40 years. 40 years
ago I was a Peace Corps Volunteer
stationed in La Paz playing in the
National Symphony and teaching
at the National Conservatory. I
was invited to play the six Bach
Suites at BachFest in Cochabamba.
It took place in the Patifio Palace
where I had played 40 years ago
with the symphony. Unbelievably

Cochabamba Masterclass

www.bachwithverse.org e

Salon de Honor Teatro Municipal

some of my friends were there

for the performances and I saw
others back in La Paz. I can’t
really describe what it fele like

to be in that place playing that
music after all that time. ’'m at a
loss, but it was amazing. I also did
masterclasses for bass players in

both cities and played three more
concerts in La Paz concluding with
the six suites again in the Salon de
honor of the Teatro Municipal.

I also did five short segments on
Channel 9 in La Paz, this time on
a late night show, as well as a radio
interview on Radio Cristal. For
this trip, I needed to travel with
two basses, one for suites 1-5 and
one to play no. 6. The logistics for
this were extraordinary but it all
worked out well.

Traveling with 2 basses

bachwithverse@yahoo.com
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Bupporters

We are so thankful for the numerous donors that help us

bring music to so many around the world.
Thank you all for your generous support!

2010-2011 SEASON DONORS

Mike & Serafina Anderson
Mrs. Jameson Baxter
Richard Bayles
Sarah Bayles
Elizabeth Ann Beattie
Marilyn Beck
Carol Bergen
Francis & Sarah Berges
Wendell & Cheryl Brooks
Steve & Abby Bruce
Jim Callahan
Marc Chase
Angelia Cho
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur Cohen
Louis Cornell
Lauren Cowles
Susan Dalsimer
Chester and Deena Day
Viktor & Betsy Decyk
Gary Stephens & Swati Desai
Darrell & Mary Doughty
Farhad Farzaneh
& Katherine Whitney
Gretchen Fisher
Christine Frank
Diva Goodfriend-Koven
Hal Grant
Probyn Gregory
John & Nancy Hann
Rev. Richard Hardy
Jonathan Hartshorne
Timothy & Nancy Hartshorne
Mark Hill
George Homsey
Pamela Hook
Patricia Hurley
Rhonda Lake
Marc L’ltalien
David & Susan Lord
Alan & Kerstin Magray
Main Street Foundation
John Maloney
Marc & Margaret Mann
Anne Maxwell
Robert McKelvey
Deirdre McPartlin
Susanna Mendlow
Mary Moorhead
David & Julia Moyne
Sherif & Mary Nada
Richard Najaka
New Hampshire State
Council on the Arts

William Ollinger

Richard & Christina Parker
Lee & Rebecca Pearson
Movses & Varty Pogossian
Eve & Fred Richardson
Susan Saltus

Matthew & Deborah Saltus
Richard & Holly Sanders
Richard & Elizabeth Santoro
David Scotford

Martha Scotford

Stephanie Smith

Gordon & Stell Snyder
Peter Steinhart

Eric Stern & Carol Brown
John Stetson

Susan Stradling-Barrett
Modesto & Karen Tamez
Gary & Lisa Tateosian

Jane Taylor

Myriam Teie

Jean-Paul & Rebecca Tennant
Micaela Tucker

Richard & Joy Unsworth
US Embassy - La Paz, Bolivia
Sally Vernon

Janice Walker

Amanda Washburn
Wailliam & Carol Watkins
Jim Whipple

Jeremy & Anne Whitney
Susan Wright

IN-KIND

Afghanistan National
Institute of Music
Jaime Arze
Jim Carlson
Andrew & Kathy Harvard
Barry Kolstein
Farhad Farzanch
& Katherine Whitney
David & Julie Moyne
National Youth Orchestra of
Iraq
South Afrian National Youth
Orchestra Foundation
Elizabeth Schwimmer
Victor Valda
WADAN, Afghanistan
YAAR Guesthouse
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Prison Loncert Project ray-june 2011

In May, I was back in Northern
California playing in Prisons. I
played four times in New Folsom
or “Sac” as it’s called including
one performance for 10 men

in cages. They were brought

in, shackled and then locked

in individual phone booth size
cages. After I played, one of the
men thanked me for reminding
him that there is still beauty in
the world. I also did my first

performance in Old Folsom next
door. It was on the yard where
there were 700 men exercising
so the acoustics weren’t great,
but some guys enjoyed it and the
Lieutenant who organized it is
now planning multiple concerts
for next year, but they will all be
held ...... inside. I returned to the
Napa State Hospital where the
staff continues to be amazed at
the effect Bach has on severely

Finally in May and June, I've went all over the state playing 10
concerts in New Hampshire jails: Hillsborough County, Belknap
County, Grafton County and Cheshire County. Here’s what one

inmate wrote to me last week:

Dear Mr. Dobbs,

Ijust wanted to write and thank you for coming to Belknap

County Jail and giving your precious time. Playing the music with your
bass violin gave me in the almost 7 months I've been here a great inner

medicated and disturbed patients.
And I returned to play for kids

at the Marin County Juvenile
Facility. There was a crisis going
on and while I waited there

were some emergency parental
meetings going on in a room with
awindow. I couldn’t hear anything

but the body language made your
heart break for those kids.

Riding around SAC

peace of mind. It’s a very giving music that gave me a very relaxed sensation. You are very great at what you do.
I really hope you do and can continue to give more inmates this great gift that you have to listen and take in
more of. Thank you again and may god be with you.

Sincerely, Joshua Rogers

et Prvolved

We survived another year, but just barely. Had it not been for

numerous donors and two extraordinary gifts at the last minute, we

would not have been able to finish the fiscal year. To start the new

year on the best foot, please join the people listed above and become

a supporter of Bach With Verse. Visit www.bachwithverse.org for

details. I thank you, and the inmates and refugees and recovering

drug addicts and young musicians around the world thank you!

New Hampshire
State Council on the

Bach With Verse is supported in part by a grant
from the New Hampshire State Council on the

A V’té’lr Arts & the National Endowment for the Arts.

Board & Btaff

Richard Hartshorne,
Mousician & President
Susan Saltus,
Chairman of the Board
Gretchen Fisher,
Secretary & Treasurer
Jim Carlson
Andrew Harvard

ADVISORY BOARD:
Jane Coplan
Nassim Hanifi

Dan Ingalls

ADMINISTRATOR:
Sarah Bacon

476 Apple Hill Road, Nelson, NH 03457 ¢ 603.209.4133



